ISEA2009 Pre-Symposium Schedule and Information for Participants

Topic:  
A Citizen’s Call to Synthesize!  a creative conversation with science on public participation in the laboratory
A Citizen’s Call to Synthesize! is a transatlantic discussion and exchange between Dr. Natalie Kuldell’s bio engineering laboratory at MIT and art and science collective, The Grafting Parlour. Their web-cast discussion on citizenship and synthetic biology is the launching pad for the fusion of research by participating artists and scientists, who will address ways the public can interact with science, and how a new model for an interactive laboratory fits into the history of science and knowledge.

Dublin time 5pm-6pm / MIT 12-1pm: 1-hour discussion between Dublin and MIT
Dublin time 6pm-7pm / MIT 1-2pm; Finland 8-9pm: Live Science, broadcast from Finland and potentially from other lab sites as well
Discussion Schedule – 1st Hour

I) Introductions – led by Saoirse Higgins with extremely brief introductions by each participant about themselves, beginning with The Grafting Parlour artists, followed by Natalie Kuldell and her students.  Then Saoirse will introduce what we will be talking about and the timetable for the discussion (10 min)
II) Lucy Hg and Natalie Kuldell talk about science and specifically “new science” in the public arena – what is out there and what is the current accessibility to the public 
Subjects may include: the idea of an electric "plant" and bacteria that conduct electricity along their pili, as well as GFP; the public's right to access; the cultural, social, and political habits surrounding creative and scientific activities and science, and how to intermix these; and Natalie’s assignment on ‘backyard biology.” (5 min)
III) Nurit Bar-Shai – conceptual connection between bacteria and open source (5 min)
IV) Kelly Andres – history of public demonstrations of science tied into the current theoretical context and alternative methods of presentation and research (5 min)
V) Saoirse Higgins – transition from public science to biohackers and current examples (5 min)
VI) Scientific Conclusion – Natalie Kuldell and Lucy Hg – discussion on the goals of science and the objectives of The Grafting Parlour, including an introduction to these potential areas of research:
Inter-species communication-
What would you say to bacteria and how would you say it? 
Green light bulb
Can photo-reactive yeast be a light bulb?


Bacteria as building blocks
What would you make?
(5 min) with student feedback and participation (5 min) (10 min in total)
VII) Saoirse Higgins – leads questions and discussion between Belfast/Dublin/MIT (15 min)

VIII) Nurit Bar-Shai introduces US-based live science portals and signs us off from MIT (5 min)

MIT lab turns off / In Dublin – 2nd Hour

I) Antti Tenetz - introduction to the bacteria cells in Finland with live web-cam to coloured bacteria in Rovaniemi (10 min for introduction; real-time video on-going)
II) Workshop / Real-time Lab Portal (30 min)

III) Discussion in Dublin (15 min)

IV) Conclusion (5 min)

