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•First lab treat: 

•FNT -- long due to Holiday

•PCR Review and Gel Electrophoresis

•Set up PCR

•Atissa will be here, then journal club!

Announcements

Another source of DNA
for microbiome studies
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1. Larger assignment than usual. Changed a bit since Wednesday.
• Draft methods section on M1D2-M1D3 
• Partial introduction for microbiome work
• Primer design table + thoughts
• Note: Methods & Intro due on Stellar

2. I will be out of town this weekend --
contact me through gmail account

3. Office hours next week: Monday, 8pm
 & Tuesday, 11am

FNT Assignment

Friday, February 15, 2013



Methods Section Tips

• Divide into sub-sections!
Put in a logical order -- list primer THEN list PCR 
reagents, etc
Start with a overview sentence “16S rRNA genes 
were amplified from each sample....”

• Methods are clear and concise explanations
The methods section is not a benchtop protocol

Space-wise, avoid tables/lists when a sentence will do
Sentence-wise, avoid extra words
Content-wise, cover whatʼs needed and only that needed to understand and 

replicate your work

• Think about the most flexible units -- concentration vs 
volume. (For replication!)
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Thanks to Agi for this slide!
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Bird Microbial Communities -- Experimental Overview

1517 bp __!
1300 bp __!

ladder! gull!

Friday, February 15, 2013

skalford
Pencil

skalford
Pencil

skalford
Pencil

skalford
Pencil



!"#$

!"#$"%&%'( )*%+,"%(

Catalyzes DNA addition

Select and initiate 
new sequence

Optimal chemical 
environment

Building Blocks

Original Copy
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1517 bp __!
1300 bp __!

ladder! gull!

How do we visualize the DNA?

sr.wikipedia.org

awkward photo 
with your advisor
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From MIT OCW
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